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there will be established on earth a gnostic Conscious-
ness and Power which will shape a race of gnostic
spiritual beings and take up into itself all of earth-
nature that is ready for this new transformation."1

Conditions in the world today do not seem to indi-
cate the coming of such a spiritual change in the*life
of man3 at least in the near future. But the ways of
the Divine are inscrutable^ and out of the worst of
evils He carves an image of the supreme  Good.
Mystics and prophets of all climes and ages have
averred that the brightest Dawns are always preceded
by the darkest Nights. Indeed, the greater and nearer
the Manifestation, the fiercer becomes the resistance
to it by the hostile forces that have their empire akeady
established on earth and would not part with it. It is
this resistance to the descending supramental Light
that has thrown the world into such gigantic confla-
grations.

There are other signs^ too5 not externally perceptible*
but equally, if not more5 suggestive of the conditions
of the earth being ready for that Light to come down
and be active in its consciousness. True., the essential
nature of man has not improved in proportion, to his
cultural progress and that the civilisation he has built
up and the control his Science has given htm over the
potencies of universal Force are proving beyond his
limited mental capacity to utilise and manages but it
is also true that through his progress so far his mind.
has now reached the very summit of its normal possi-

1 The Life Divine, Vol. II, p. 1028.